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Digital Photo Editing with Photoshop 
 
Below are standard procedures for editing and optimizing digital photographs 
using Photoshop.  If you follow these procedures, in the order listed, you 
will end up with high quality images for printing and/or the web. 
 
Working in RAW format: 
Shooting images in the Raw format offers many advantages professional 
photographers and advanced amateurs alike seek. Adobe has addressed this need 
with Adobe Camera Raw.  We will be looking at Adobe Camera Raw in a following 
class. For now let’s look at optimizing digital photographs using Photoshop. 
 
Adjusting images in Photoshop: 

1. Crop image if necessary.  You can do this now or at any later time. 
2. Duplicate the layer by dragging it to the new layer icon. 
3. Use the clone tool to remove or touch up the image. 
4. Create a levels adjustment layer by going to the Layer pallet and 

clicking on the “Adjustment Layer” icon (the small half black, half 
white circle at the bottom of the layers palette) and selecting 
“Levels”. 

5.  Adjust Levels: 
a. With the new adjustment layer selected, move the white point 

slider at the bottom right of the histogram to the left until it 
meets the right edge of the first significant data on the 
histogram. 

b. Move the black point slider at the bottom left of the histogram to 
the right until it meets the left edge of the first significant 
data on the histogram. 

 
6.  Adjust Curves: 

a. This adjusts the brightness of the image 
b. Create a “Curves” adjustment layer using the same method as above. 
c. Click and hold on the center of the curves line.  If the image is 

too light, drag the line strait down until the image looks right. 
If the image is too dark, drag the line strait up until the image 
looks right.  

d. Edit the layer mask to control the proportions of the image 
affected by the Curves adjustment layer.  Painting black will hide 
the effect; painting white will bring back the effect. 

 
At this point, if the image was reasonably exposed, it should look pretty 
good.  If the image color or saturation is off, it can be adjusted by creating 
a “Color Balance” adjustment layer and/or a “Hue and Saturation” adjustment 
layer using the method described above. 
  

7.  Save a Working File:  
Go to the “File” pull-down menu and click on “Save As”. Give your image 
a new name and indicate where you want to save it.  Be sure to do a 
“Save As” and NOT a “Save” so you preserve your original image files as 
unchanged.  Be sure to save your file in the Photoshop file format.  
This is your working file with all your layers.  If you need to return 
to the image to make a change, this is the file you will return to. 

 
8.  Flatten Image:  

a. Once the image looks good, you must flatten the image by going to 
the “Layer” pull-down menu and selecting “Flatten Image” at the 
bottom of the menu list. 
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9.  Adjust image Size: 
a. Go to the “Image” pull-down menu and select “Image Size”. 
b. Be sure that the “Constrain Proportions” and the “Resample Image – 

Bicubic” boxes are checked. 
c. In the “Image Size” dialog box first set your resolution (72 ppi 

for web, e-mail, or screen presentation, 300 ppi if to be 
printed). 

d. Next set the image dimensions in either pixels or inches. 
e. Click the “OK” button. 

  
10.  Sharpen the image: 

a. Always do this step last. 
b. It is a good idea to view your image at 100% before using this 

filter so that you can toggle the preview option on and off to 
best see the filter’s effect. 

c. Go to the “Filter” pull-down menu and select “Sharpen” then 
“Unsharp Mask”. 

d. Make sure the “Preview” box is checked so you can see the results 
on your image as well as in the magnified sample.  Click the 
“Preview” on and off to see the difference with and without 
sharpening. 

e. Amount - how much contrast will be increased. Radius - how wide 
a halo will be used - use small increments (.5 maybe up to 1.5). 
Threshold - how close two touching shades have to be for 
sharpening to kick in - start with 0 and leave it there if your 
image is relatively noise-free. 

f. Do not Over Sharpen 
 

11.Last . . . go to the “File” pull-down menu and click on “Save As”. Give 
your image a new name and indicate where you want to save it.  Be sure 
to do a “Save As” and NOT a “Save” so you preserve your original image 
files as unchanged. If saving for a print, save your corrected image as 
a TIFF so that the file is not damaged in compression. If saving for the 
Web or for e-mail, save your corrected image as a JEPG so that the file 
will be smaller due to compression. Sliding the compression setting will 
balance file size with Image quality. 

 
 

Color Management 
To ensure proper color in your prints: 
 Set color space on all devices to “Adobe RGB 1998”. 
 Calibrate your monitor using an external calibration device. 
 Set “color management“ to Photoshop Manages Color 
 Set “color management“ on your printer to “source” or “none”. 
 Have printer profiles for each paper type you use. 
 Evaluate your prints under a light balanced to 5000 Degrees Kelvin. 
 


