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Looking at Photographs 
  
The following is a list of concepts and questions, which will assist you in 
looking at and talking about photographs. These are just a few among many.  
 
TECHNIQUE  
Is there quality in the technique of printing or execution of the final image? 
Does the overall exposure seem right? If it doesn’t could it be intentional? 
What is the effect? Does the contrast seem right? Does the printing support or 
enhance the subject matter or does it distract your attention? If there are 
distractions could they be intentional, and if so to what effect?  
 
COMPOSITION  
Does everything feel like it belongs in the frame? Do all of the elements work 
together to produce a unified whole? If there are elements at odds with each 
other does that seem intentional and to what effect? If isn't intentional is 
it still interesting? Is it a very standard and common way of composing a 
frame, or does it appear to put things into new compositional relationships? 
 
EMOTION  
Do you have an emotional response to the picture or pictures? What emotions 
does the picture evoke? Do you have a gut reaction but you are unsure as to 
how to define it?  
 
THEME  
What is the picture about? What does it tell you about the world? What does it 
tell you about the photographer? What does it tell you about photography? What 
does it tell you about you? Is trying to communicate something? If it is, how 
clear is it?  
 
ASSOCIATIONS  
Does it remind you of something? If it does, is it an experience you have had? 
Is it another photograph? Is it another form of the visual arts? Can you make 
associations between different pictures by the same photographer? Can you make 
associations between similar pictures by different photographers? Does the 
photograph relate to things you know about the history of photography or the 
history of the other visual arts?  
 
INTEREST  
Is the picture interesting? Why? Would you like to see it again? Would you 
like to own it?  
 
INTENSITY  
Is the picture intense? Is it subtle? How does it engage you and on what 
level? Is it on an intellectual level or an emotional level? Does it make you 
want to do something? 
 
 
The above represent some starting points to ask about your own photographs, 
the photographs of your classmates, and the photographs you have seen by well-
known photographers.  


