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1. Color correction tools - color values can give more information than visual 
evaluation 
a. Use eyedropper and Info palette 
b. To save “samplings,” use Color Sampler (Shift with eyedropper) and click 

to set sampling area; samplings will show before and after 
 
2. Color correction the professional way 

a. Using gray to fix colors 
• The brightest area of image (highlights) - RGB = 240 (3% of ink) 
• The darkest area of image (shadows) - RGB = 0 
• A gray object - RGB are equal 

 
b. Color correcting by number 

1. Select the Eye Dropper Tool (I) 
2. Use Threshold to determine “blobs”  

• Image > Adjustments > Threshold 
• find darkest shadow and add color sampler with Shift/Click  
• set a 2nd color sampler with Shift/Click “blob” of highlight that 
still retains detail (not metallic); if you leave the caps lock key 
down it will be more precise. 

3. Cancel out of threshold 
4. If possible find a “gray” section (however light or dark) and add 3rd 

color sampling 
5. Add adjustment layer for Curves;  

(1) Double click on Set White Point to change RGB to 240 
(2) Select Set Black Point and click on Sampler 1 
(3) Select Set White Point and click on Sampler 2 
(4) Select Set Gray Point and click on Sampler 3 

 
2. Shortcuts but not always best!  

In the tool bar Image > 
a. Auto contrast 
b. Auto levels 
c. Auto color  


