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Characteristics of Light 
 
Intensity-(How bright the light is) 
The Inverse Square Law: 
An object twice the distance from the light source will receive a quarter the 
amount of illumination. 
 
Color 
•The color of reflected light is dependant upon the color of the surface from 
which it is reflected. 
•Time of day affects color: early morning and late afternoon the color of 
light is warmer than during mid-day. 
•White Balance 
 
Quality 
Hard light (direct light with defined shadows) 
Soft light (diffused or bounced light with soft edge shadows) 
 
Direction 
Where the light comes from 
Angle of the light (high or low) 
 


