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Fundamentals of Composition: 
Image composition describes how different subjects and visual elements are 
arranged inside of the image frame. The purpose of image composition is to 
create a visually compelling picture, a picture that evokes the interest of 
the viewer. A successful shot attracts the eye for a while. Visual elements 
that a photographer uses in the composition are for example lines, forms, 
textures, balance, symmetry, depth, colors, perspective, scale, and lighting.  
 
The Meaning of Image Composition 
Often one thinks only about the subject of the photo and forgets the meaning 
of composition altogether when taking a photo. Often a photo is taken from far 
away and the subject is placed into the middle of the frame without thinking 
of the other visual elements the frame might include. This kind of approach 
only seldom yields to the best possible composition. It is critically 
important to pay attention to the composition of the image every time taking a 
photograph. Composition can have a dramatic effect on the resulting image and 
is equally important with the subject itself. When composing an image one 
should always think about what he wants to tell with the photo. 
 
Learning Image Composition 
The first step is to be aware of the meaning of the composition one creates. 
It is very important to understand that if a boring subject is combined with 
the right composition, the result can be a very compelling image. 
 
There are several rules and established practices about image composition that 
help to create better results. These rules can be broken and many times they 
should. However, it is suggested first to know the rules about image 
composition and only then to break them on purpose if it provides better 
results. 
 
Some people can naturally create compelling compositions. However, image 
composition can also be learned for example by exploring photos of 
professional photography artists and analyzing what makes them good? 
 
Image composition takes time. When the subject matter is chosen, one must 
still decide how to place it inside the frame and what other elements to 
include. Usually it takes a lot of time and experimenting to find the best 
possible composition.  
 

Elements of Composition: 
Things to Avoid 
 
Simplicity 
 
Rule of Thirds 
 
Lines 
 
Balance 
 
Framing 
 
Get Close 
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Simple tips for better photos: 
 
• Decide if your subject is horizontal or vertical. 
• Look for a simple background. 
• Use dynamic lines to lead the viewer's eye into and through the frame. 
• Look for balance in the shapes, positive and negative space. 
• Keep horizon lines level. 
• Hold your camera steady.  Use a tripod when needed.  When hand-holding your 
camera, brace your arms against your chest and press the shutter release 
button slowly.  Avoid jerking your camera when taking the photograph. 
• Don't put your center of interest in the center of the frame. 
• Don't stand too far away from your subject.  Get close to your subject.  
When you think you are close enough, get closer. Fill your camera’s viewfinder 
with the subject you intend to photograph. 
• Take multiple shots of your subject.  Explore different angles and “bracket” 
your exposures in difficult lighting conditions. 
• Keep your camera and lenses clean.  Use a soft brush or compressed air.  
• Carry your camera’s instruction manual with you always.  Refer to it 
whenever you are in doubt about how to do something, or you are unsure about 
settings. 
• Look at photo magazines and books.  Examine how professional photographers 
have handled different subjects. 
• When photographing people, avoid having them stand stiffly staring into the 
lens.  Have you subject do something or pose in a way that they look 
comfortable. 
Learn to see the light.  Some of the most striking photographs are taken when 
the light is at a low angle, such as during early morning or late day. 
• Carry your camera with you always.  The best and most interesting or 
exciting images are usually seen or discovered when you don’t have your camera 
with you. 
 


