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Objective: 
To create some tight text to let the world know where we stand. OG baby 
4 Life! 
We’re going to do this using the Type Tool and advanced Layer Style, 
Adjustment Layer, and Brush techniques. We will be getting into 
Photoshop’s Smart Object capabilities later in the semester, but here is 
a little preview.  
Inside the folder “Exercise 6” you will find a reference file as to what 
your end result might look like. 
 

1) Create a new Photoshop document: 7” square, 300 ppi, RGB color, 
with a black background. 
 

2) Choose a compact, bulky font like Helvetica Compressed or Impact. 
With white selected write “BLING” with a font size to take up most 
of the horizontal distance of the canvas. 
 

3) Click the 'add a layer style' button at the bottom of the layers 
palette. Select Stroke.  

Size 20 
Fill Type: Gradient 
 

4) Select Gradient Overlay. Click on the default gradient to open the 
Gradient Editor. Click on the small black arrow to the top right 
of the Presets and choose ‘Metals’.  Click ‘Append’ to add metals 
to your presets.  Choose the Silver Metal preset. Click OK 
 

5) Back at the Layer Style dialogue box, change the Angle to 145 
degrees. 
 

6) Select Bevel and Emboss.  

Depth 50 
Direction: Down 
Size: 15 
Un-check the 'Use Global Light' checkbox 
Angle: 48 
Altitude: 21 
 

7) Click OK to exit the Layer Styles. 
 

8) Click on the ‘Adjustment Layer' button at the bottom of the layers 
palette and select Curves. A straight, diagonal line will appear 
in the dialogue box going from bottom left to top right. Click and 
drag on the line and a point will appear. Move it up. Then 
slightly to the right of it, click on the line again. Drag the new 
point down. Repeat this until the line looks like a funky “W”. 
 

9) Click on the ‘Adjustment Layer' button and select Hue/Saturation. 

Check the colorize box. 
Hue: 50 
Saturation: 65 
Lightness: -20 
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10) Open up the “Diamond” file I gave you with in the exercise folder. 
 

11) Go to Edit > Define Pattern... Name the pattern “Diamond” and go 
OK. You can now close the diamond image and return to your “Bling” 
canvas. 
 

12) Duplicate your text layer “Bling”.  You now have “Bling copy”. 
Position this new layer above your two adjustment layers.  
 

13) With the “Bling copy” layer active, click the Layer Style button 
and the Layer Style dialogue box will open, showing the checked 
boxes for the styles already applied to your duplicate layer. 
Uncheck Stroke and uncheck Gradient Overlay. Leave Bevel and 
Emboss as it is.  
 

14) Select Pattern Overlay. Click on the Pattern icon and select your 
new diamond icon from the available options (Found at the end). 
Drag the Scale slider down until you're happy with the size of the 
diamond pattern within your word. Exit Layer Styles. 
 

15) To create the Sparkles: Create a new layer and name it “Sparkles”. 
Open up one of the “Sparkle” files I gave you.   
 

16) Go to Edit > Define Brush Preset and name and save your brush 
 

17) Return to your “Bling” canvas 
 

18) Choose your brush tool and select the brush tip you just saved. 
 

19) In the brush pallet (Windows > Brushes) choose “Shape Dynamics” 
and increase your angle jitter. 
 

20) Select white paint and paint on the Sparkles. 
 

21) To create the Soft Spotlight: Create a new layer and name it 
“Spotlight”. 
 

22) Click “D” to set your colors to default. 
 

23) Select the Gradient Tool and choose the default gradient that goes 
from black to white.  
 

24) Select Radial Gradient from the tool options bar and click 
“Reverse”. Click on the center of text and drag to the edge of the 
text. 
 

25) Change the Blend Mode for the layer to 'Soft Light'.  
 

26) To create the Reflection: Select all the layers except the layers 
“Background” and “Spotlight”. 
 

27) From the layer palette submenu (Very top right of Layer Palette) 
select “Convert to Smart Object”.  
 

28) We will get into what a Smart Object is later. 
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29) It appears that the selected layers have been merged into one.  
This is not really the case, but regardless; drag this Smart 
object layer to the new layer icon to duplicate it.  
 

30) Select Edit > Transform > Flip Vertical. Move the new layer 
downwards whilst holding down the SHIFT key (this constrains the 
movement to a single axis).  
 

31) Reduce the opacity of the layer to around 50%. 
 

32) Create a layer mask and use a linear Black to White gradient to 
fade out the lower portion of the reflection. 

So what is a Smart Object and how does this better serve us? 
So how can I go about easily adding more bling to the rest of my life? 
 
Submitting: 

1. Name your un-flattened PSD working file with Exe_6_ then your 
first initial than underscore then your last name. It should look 
similar to this: Exe_6_J_Ramirez.psd 

2. Submit your un-flattened PSD file to BlackBoard before the 
assignments expiration date. 

 
You will have two weeks to complete this exercise. Late exercises will 
drop a full grade (an A will become a B). Exercises are absolutely due 
by the end of class on the last day of classes before finals week. 

 
Please ask any questions for clarification. If you are confused about 
anything it is better to ask than to guess.  
 


